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       209 Barclay    
      Block 7 Lot 10 
White Building from left  
Picture circa 1947 or 1948      
 
                                                                  

 
The building's owner asked us to research the building's history. The information was 
gathered from tax records and the “LogSled to Snowmobile” book.  
In 1902, Isaac and Johanna Norman bought the property from Ammarilla Barclay. 
Issac built a building in 1903-1904, and it started being referred to as the Norman 
Building. Issac owned the building from 1903 until 1932. Between 1904-1932, 
information shows the building was occupied by the Hanson Brothers, W.P. Mohler, 
who started it as a cafe, and William Ellwood, and George Bell, who both used it as a 
clothing store.   
 
In 1932, Peter and Olga (Norman) Zumbrennan purchased the building from Issac 
Norman, and he owned it until 1936 when he sold it to Charles Willard (Billy) and 
Goldie(Tift) Cromett. The Crometts ran it as a restaurant. Mr Cromett passed away in 
1938, but Goldie continued to run it as a restaurant with the help of her son, William 
(Wesley) Cromett. 
 
By 1943, Goldie had sold to Harry & Lillian Nelson. The tax records from 1944-1948 
showed it was owned by the Nelsons and Louis Heinwick, who sold the restaurant to 
Ruby Johnson. Ruby owned it until 1954, when she sold the restaurant to Verdie and 
Beryl Olson. Olsons, who, along with Frank C Thompson, owned it until selling to 
Kermit and Thelma Torske in 1964. The Torskes ran the restaurant from 1964-1975. 
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They named the restaurant “Torske’s Coffee”.  In 1976, Torskes sold to Dale Leavitt, 
who renamed it Dale's Cafe. Dale owned it until 1991. During 1979 and 1980, Judy 
(Grosskreutz) Eckart operated the cafe, which was called “The Woodsman”. In 1992, 
Dale Leavitt sold it to Ted Merickel, who owned it from 1992 to 2021. Several people 
leased the building, selling different products. Mr Merickel sold to Lom L Properties 
LLC in 2022. In 2023, Lom L Properties was sold to Mary Dale Inc, which is the 
current owner. The upper front of the building was removed where there were 
original windows. The upper part had rooms to rent, and you may remember some of 
the renters.   New windows were installed, and the lower level was remodeled and 
leased to Subway. 
 

 
 
Picture taken in the fall of 2024 of the newly remodeled 
209 Barclay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

       Spring Cleaning                       
 
In cooperation with the Pine River/Backus High School 
Service Day Program, we were fortunate to have two 
students and a supervisor join us. They came on May 2, 
2025. They were able to help with cleaning windows 
and vacuuming. We appreciate their efforts with 
preparing to open the depot for the season. We look 
forward to participating with the program again in 2026. 
 
 
 
 

L to R - Caleb Gersava, Leland Tima, advisor Abby Golish 
 
 

 



Items donated in 2025 
 
 

The donation of 
the picture of 
the Mildred 
School is from 
Jesse 
McClintok. 
 
We also 
received a brick 
from the Elsie 
Gibbs family, 
which was 
taken from the 
Mildred School 

when it was demolished in the 1990s.  Elsie Gibbs taught in the Mildred School from 
1948 to about 1960. Some of you may remember Elsie from her teaching career in 
Pine River from 1961-1986. 
 

Ace Station 
 
Joanne (Odegard) Chapman contributed an article about the old Ace Station, known 
as the Truck Stop Station and Cafe on Highway #371, which was remodeled in about 
1959 by Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Johnson. She also brought photographs from before it 
was remodeled, and was called Johnson Auto Salvage. 
Do any of you remember the building in the before and after pictures below? 
 

 
 
 
 

We received a donation of  
 

From newspaper clipping:  Mr and Mrs Leonard Johnson will hold the Grand 
Opening of their new Truck Stop Station and Cafe, Thursday, September 16, 1959.  

(continued on next page)   



The opening date is also an anniversary for the Johnsons, being 17 years ago when 
they first started business as the Johnson Auto Salvage in their present location. 
Free coffee and doughnuts will be served all day Thursday and there will be free ice 
cream and suckers for all the kiddies. Mr and Mrs Johnson have made extensive 
changes and improvements in their business during the past summer, adding a cafe 
and a grocery department to their existing facilities, and remodeling the business and 
living quarters. The Johnsons invite everyone to attend the Grand Opening of their 
new building, a picture of which is shown above. 
 
The Ace Station was located where the current Auto Valu Store stands. 
 
 
 
 

Pine River Lions Club 
 
We received a donation of memorabilia from the Pine River Lions Club. We created 
a display of some of the items, including several years of community calendars, 
which have photos of the Lions Club members for each year. Originally, the calendar 
started as a fundraiser for the Pine River High School Band. We invite you to come 
and see the display. 
 
 
 
 
 

New Board Member 
 
Carol Christensen joined HGN in July 2025. She is a reader, educator, and lover of 
life’s stories, which is why she’s delighted to serve the Pine River community as 
Branch Manager of Pine River Public Library.  Her previous professional experience 
includes work at the Minnesota Historical Society, Brainerd Public Library, Walker 
Public Library, and Pine River-Backus Schools. Her hobbies include: hiking, crafting, 
traveling, and gardening. She has lived in Pine River since 2016 with her husband, 
Nick, and daughter, Rosie (13). Carol is excited to contribute her skills to Heritage 
Group North as Vice President. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Open House with Flag Ceremony 
 
 

 
An Open House was held at the Depot on May 17, 2025 for members. We were 
honored to have David Hardy, center, retired from the Air Force, from Nashwauk, MN 
come to present a Flag Folding ceremony. Helping from the Pine River American 
Legion  Post 613, on the right, were Todd Switajewski, retired from the Navy, and 
John Edelman, retired from the Army. 
 
 Each of the 13 folds holds a special meaning, reminding us of the rights, privileges, 
and freedoms we enjoy, and they are as follows: 
 
First fold is the symbol of life. 
Second fold is the symbol of our belief in eternal life. 
Third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veterans who gave their lives 
for the defense of our country. 
Fourth fold represents as American citizens trusting in God, we turn to him in times 
of peace and war. 
Fifth fold is a tribute to our country. 
Sixth fold is for where our hearts lie, that we pledge Allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America. 
Seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces. 
Eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, 
that we might see the light of day. 
Ninth fold is a tribute to Mothers. 
Tenth fold is a tribute to Fathers. 
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Eleventh fold represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King 
Solomon and glorifies in the Hebrews’ eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Twelfth fold represents the emblem of eternity and glorifies in the Christians’ eyes, 
God the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit. 
Thirteenth fold reminds us of our nation’s motto,”In God We Trust”. 
 
The above information came from the 34th Backus “Old Timers Day” Edition. 
 
 
 
 

Depot Prints for Sale 
 
 
We were honored to receive prints of a drawing by Steve Bernard (formerly of 
Backus) of the Depot in the 1930s, depicting steam locomotive ‘old #451.  They are 
available for sale, as was his intention for a fundraiser, at the Pine River Train Depot, 
framed or unframed. 
 
 
 
         

USA 250th Anniversary 
 

 

 
 
 



 
To support our efforts to save on postage, we ask that you please be sure to enter 
your email in the membership form below if you are willing to receive your newsletter 
by email. Please print and return the membership form with your annual dues. 
 
 
 
 

HGN 2026 MEMBERSHIP  
 
 
To join or renew membership: 
 
Name(s)_________________________________________ 
 
Phone_________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zipcode___________________________________________ 
 
Email_________________________________________________ 
 
Annual Fee is $10.00 per person_______$20.00 per family_______ 
 
Dues paid through__________________ 
 
Additional Donation (strictly optional)___________ 
 
Total Enclosed_________________ 
 

 
Please Mail / Make Checks Payable To: 

Heritage Group North, Inc. 
PO Box 266, Pine River MN 56474-0266 

 


