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Look at this! Heritage Group North was instrumental in getting Pine River & Backus yearbooks dating
back to 1936 in digital form. Awesome interactive addition to the school!
Copied from Pine River Backus
School Facebook page August
30, 2022. “When you're visiting
PRB for open house, make sure
to stop by the commons to
checkout the new interactive
display. It displays school news,
live weather, updated event
schedules, menus and more.
All PR & Backus High School
yearbooks are available on
there right now!(Courtesy of
Heritage Group North ) You
can checkout your awesome
hair from back in the day !
Coming soon -> Activities
Photos & Awards, Activities
highlights.”

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK OR HERITAGEGROUPNORTH.ORG
To view the Pine River – Backus yearbooks go to the “school history” page on our website
and follow the link there

This quilt is dated June 6, 1935
Donated to Heritage Group North by Gert Davies. Polly Siltman (her mother) is
named on the quilt. Davies niece, Sue Oberfell brought the quilt to Heritage
Group North. It is currently on display and is attracting much attention from
those who find loved ones names embroidered !

The names on the quilt are: Marie Kruckow, Daisy Jurk, Anna Sjostrom, Mae Marsh,
Marie Olson, Margaret Marsh, Amanda Hutton, Mildred Olson, Polly Siltman, Esther
Shepard, Ida Graham, Gizella Prorencher, Lily Westfall, Flora Bates, Winnie Burgett
and Cecilia Riley.
We have recently learned that all of these ladies lived within a couple miles of Lake
Harriet, Harriet School & Harriet Store. The school building was kitty corner from
what is still the Harriet Club.
The group met once per month. Each woman would bring her butterfly (one made with
her name on it) and give it to the monthly hostess so each one would end up with a
complete set of butterflies to make her own quilt. Gertie Whitted, Polly Siltman’s
mother, put together this particular quilt, using an old flannel sheet as the lining.
Each of the ladies with a butterfly on this quilt would have had a set of butterflies to
create her own quilt! Maybe some of them never finished it, maybe some of them
made the quilt and used it during cold Minnesota winters, but just maybe there is
another one somewhere that has survived??!!

PINE RIVER
WILL BE 150 YEARS OLD in 2023!
Celebrate July 6, 7, 8
Plans underway include a Pine River / Backus all
school reunion, parade, picklefest, car show,
variety show, dance and much more!

In conjunction with this celebration,
HGN is sponsoring a BEARD CONTEST !
Categories: longest beard, bushiest beard, curliest
beard, scraggliest beard, grayest beard
Winners will be announced at the Friday night variety
show and invited to ride in the July 8th parade!
Prizes to be announced!

Did you ever wonder about the early postal service ??
Maybe not, but the local history is fascinating!

BOB ANDERSON & CY HOKE

Excerpts from Logsleds to Snowmobiles:
By the time George Barclay built his trading post on the Pine River in 1873, there was, more or
less, a regular mail service in operation between Brainerd and the Indian Agency on Leech
Lake. “Barclay’s”, like many a wilderness trading post, soon became the address for area
traders, loggers, and settlers. The coming of the railroad in 1894 brought the first post office
which was located on a government tract (near where the Essentia Clinic is in 2022). In 1899,
J.R. Kinler was appointed the first official postmaster of Pine River. In what became to be
referred to as the “Post Office War”, Kinler moved the office to a building in “North or Old
Town” (across from the fairgrounds). Those men with businesses near the old post office
opposite the railroad tracks voiced strenuous object to the “transfer”. For over a year Kinler
stood his ground, but finally word was received in 1901 “from higher authority’ to return the
post office to its original location.
With incorporation of the village of Pine River in 1901, the post office was officially designated
“Pine River”.

These notes were recently found among items from Frances Allen’s estate:

,

Frances Allen

Frances Underleak married John Allen at Chatfield in 1909 and came to
Pine River where John owned the drug store. John died in 1946 and
Frances continued to be very active in the community into her 90’s.
She was a charter member in the Eradelphian Club and Eastern Star. She
also was a local historian, saving and collecting for many years.

SUMMER 2022
September 23 is our last Friday afternoon of being open for this year. We have enjoyed
hearing stories and reminiscing, sharing local history, hosting crafters and selling popcorn. As
always, if you have a group or visiting relative that would like to see the inside of the depot,
with many photos and local memborbilia on display, one of our board members would be
happy to meet you there!
WINTER 2022
Be sure to watch for news of this year’s Parade of Lights on December 10th. We plan to have
the depot open again and are working to bring Santa and a movie during the afternoon.
Also the winter gives us time to prepare for even more things for you to enjoy in the spring!
SUMMER 2023
New displays will be added to coincide with Pine River’s 150th anniversary celebration
July 6, 7 & 8th, 2023
HGN will also be providing various historic slide shows, including some John Rohr footage to
be shown at the school during this event.
We will again be open on Friday afternoons from late May to September. Watch for the
farmer’s market dates and we will be here too!

Once again we find ourselves in need of your help!
The depot is in very bad need of painting.

We are actively seeking bids to have this done either yet this
fall or spring 2023. Can you help with a pledge?
(to be paid by May 1, 2023)
Name_________________________
Pledge amount ______________

HGN 2023 MEMBERSHIP
To join or renew your membership:
NAME(s) _____________________________________

PHONE ________________

ADDRESS __________________________________EMAIL __________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _________________________________________
Annual Fee is $10.00 per person, $20 per family
AMOUNT ENCLOSED $____________
ADDITIONAL DONATION (strictly optional)________________
Mail / Make Checks Payable To:
Heritage Group North, Inc.
PO Box 266
Pine River, MN 56474-0266

