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THE ABE WHITE STORY
The first railway station agent in Pine River (1895-1901) was E.W. Fluke. When he retired in 1901, the
job went to Abraham Stanley White. White had moved to Pine River a year earlier, along with his wife,
Lydia May Buring. The railroad’s operation was dependent on the station agent who was in charge of
running all aspects of the depot. This included, among other duties, selling passenger tickets, accepting
incoming and outgoing freight shipments, tracking rail car arrivals and departures. Also there was the
job of communicating by telegraph with train companies, other stations and messages for private
citizens.
According to the Blaze (newspaper) Abe and Lydia’s farmhouse was built in 1903, The unique barn with
a basement was built in 1905. Both the house and the barn are still standing on property near the new
Essentia Clinic in Pine River.
Abe and Lydia never survived solely as farmers. Abe’s job as station agent provided their main source
of income. But it was an operational farm and provided most of the family’s own food. Lydia did most of
the work of tending chickens, cows, and a large garden, while Abe raised mink. Much of the
farmstead’s 40 acres was used for cattle grazing.
In addition to the depot and farming, Abe supplemented the family’s income by trapping, leaving for
months at a time to go to the forests of Canada. In August, 1903, he and a companion traveled north to
the Edmonton area, hunting and trapping moose, bears, wolves, mink, rats and other animals before
returning home in the spring of 1904.
Abe White was also deeply involved in the civic life of Pine River, as the manager of the local baseball
team and a charter member of the Twenty Year Club for residents who had lived in the town for two
decades. The White’s were among the first ten households in Pine River to have a phone around 1912.

Abe White’s barn built in 1905 as it looks today
Top Left: Abe White family: Irene, Abe, Lydia, Cecil and Lawrene. Top Right: Depot in 1924.
Abe White is in the background and Jack Knebel in the front. This part of the depot was restored
by Heritage Group North and looks much the same today as it did in 1924.
Much of the information for this article came from the Logsleds to Snowmobiles book and
research by Alan Johnson and Annette Houg

Summer 2021 kept the HGN board members busy. Some of the things we have done:
Set up and maintained school history displays including a one room school house
Greeted guests on Friday afternoons and hosted a few small gatherings
Reorganized almost entire basement storage area, filed paperwork and continued to log and
label donated items
Removed and repaired one of the exterior doors.
Dedicated the 1895 45 star flag with a ceremony including the Pine River American Legion
Now in progress: cleaning and rearranging entire main floor! It is going to look awesome for next spring when
we can again welcome visitors!
We are also seeking grants or other funding to have the depot building scraped and repainted (a huge job).
Won’t it be nice to see it with a fresh coat of paint?

CURRENT EVENTS ABOUT TOWN !
We are happy to welcome Michaela Reed as the new Pine River Chamber of Commerce Executive
Director. We are confident she will bring her experience and enthusiasm to the Chamber and community.
The new bridge is open! I know everyone is looking forward to seeing what the dam will look like. That
project is slated to begin very soon.
The park planning committee is meeting monthly to make the area functional and beautiful for tourists
and local people to enjoy.
Bites is for sale! It is sad to have Roger and Wendy leaving the business, but at the same time they
certainly deserve to retire! HGN wishes them the best.
HGN was open Friday afternoons this summer in conjunction with Pine River Market Square.
They had a nice variety of plants, produce and crafts for sale throughout the summer. Watch for their
schedule for indoor sales!
The Dock Guys are again hosting trunk or treat on October 31st. HGN will be providing some treat bags
for this event. Check it out and join in the fun!
The next big event will be the Parade of Lights! HGN will be participating much like past years by
showing a movie in the afternoon and handing out popcorn after the parade.
This is scheduled for December 11th and organized by the Chamber.

“JUST AN OLD SPOON”
It seems like it was always in my drawer. In 1995 I gave it to my grandson to use to dig in the dirt. About three years
later, I dug it up when planting some flowers. Since then it has been used and abused and put in the dishwasher many
times. But not until the other day, when I happened to be wiping it with a dish towel, did I take another close look at
what was engraved in the handle. If you take a real close look, you can read:
A Scoop “Full” of Thanks
ARVIG
TELEPHONE CO.
It will be going to the depot to join some of the other “finds” there. Recently we have acquired a shirt and some
pencils from Durkees, a playbill from the Marlowe theater, some items used by the last conductor through Pine River, a
foam cooler addressed to Olin Drug that contained polio vaccine, items from Pfeiffer Drug among many other items
collected over the years. These advertising or labeled things are great representatives of our local heritage. Thanks to all
who save and donate!

One of the highlights of our school history display was the pictures of
the school buildings. Did you know that the building from 1921 was
added onto the front of the 1914 building thus creating one big building
as shown below? Who knew?

Above: 1914 new Pine River School
Below: 1921 Pine River School addition

A few photos from the Glenn Glover collection for you to enjoy! I guess there weren’t
hunting and fishing limits back then.
Glenn Glover was Pine River’s first photographer who came to this area in 1902 with
his parents and three brothers. He recorded early scenes using glass plate negatives.
Fortunately for us, his family had not only the foresight to save them, but in 2012 they
donated many of them to Heritage Group North, who was able to obtain a grant to have
them digitized.

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK OR HERITAGEGROUPNORTH.ORG
To view the Pine River – Backus yearbooks go to the “school history” page on our website
and follow the link there
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