HERITAGE GROUP NORTH
HGN is an all-volunteer non-profit organization dedicated to preserving community history and identity through various projects, programs, and
displays. Among HGN’s most visible works are the restored railroad depot, the caboose, the historic fire-engine display, and HGN’s walking
tours. If you enjoy history and are supportive of community development, please consider donating or joining HGN. The modest dues are $10 a
year ($20 family) for general membership. HGN also seeks volunteers.

Heritage Group North, P.O. Box 266, Pine River, MN 56474
April 2020

PH 320-492-1357
Annette Houg: Editor

Our theme for 2020 is going to be “OLD SCHOOLS”
This will include Pine River School history and local country school history. We are finding
some awesome memorabilia to share.
Events through the summer will be school oriented. We are in the process of applying for a
grant to get all of the Backus and Pine River yearbooks digitized! Won’t it be fun to be able to
pull them up and browse or search for yourself or family??!!
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We are also working with the school staff to have some displays and possibly events right at the
school! What a walk down memory lane!
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CAN YOU SPARE A LITTLE TIME TO VOLUNTEER?
Denny Michealson did! He is helping put together shelving in the
Depot basement. Thanks Denny!

Volunteering for HGN could be one time or as much time as you can spare.
There are always projects; just a few examples:
Assemble shelving
Sort and store items in basement
Spring cleaning
Window washing
Help at events
Man the Depot & visit with public on days we are open
Catalog Items that have been donated
Call Annette: 320-309-3700
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HGN 2020 MEMBERSHIP
To join or renew your membership:
NAME(s) _____________________________________

PHONE __________________________

ADDRESS ___________________________________________EMAIL __________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _________________________________________
Annual Fee is $10.00 per person, $20 per family
AMOUNT ENCLOSED $____________
ADDITIONAL DONATION (strictly optional)________________
Mail / Make Checks Payable To:
Heritage Group North, Inc.
PO Box 266
Pine River, MN 56474-0266

It was 1959. We had just moved from a “modern” house in Elk River. My parents bought a resort
on Norway Lake. Much to our surprise (at least to a nine year old), we had to go outside to go
potty! The resort had several outhouses for the cabins. The lodge, which we were to live in, had a
outdoor toilet inside a shed. Inside the lodge we had only a pump with cold water. At bath time,
mom would heat a kettle of water and pour it in a washtub. We all had to take turns and wash as
quickly as we could. Clothes were washed in a ringer washer and hung to dry wherever space was
found.
Lucky for us, dad was a carpenter and handyman. After that first winter he began to “modernize”
us. He added a room onto the kitchen with a hot water heater, toilet, sink and tub. That little room
was always cold! Showers were only a treat for summertime, when the shower house was open
for resort guests. It took several more years before the cabins had their own plumbing.
As I visit with friends, it is not unusual to hear similar stories. There were many at that time that
didn’t have any indoor plumbing or electricity. The “town” kids didn’t know how good they had
it! But……we survived with our stories to tell. By:Annette Patenaude Houg
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2020 HGN Calendar of Events
This is what we are planning and will continue to plan, unless circumstances force us to
delay any of these events. There will be tables for rent for the craft sales. The one room
schoolhouse will be a small sampling of what school was like, with a teacher included!
Keep us in mind as you plan your summer activities.

JUN, SAT

JUN, SAT
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NEWS AND NOTES
There are two websites we now manage. Be sure to follow all the dropdowns to
find all the pages. Lots of information and you can now find all the newsletters
there!
Heritagegroupnorth.org
pineriverhistory.org

Board of Directors:
President: Bev Kramp
Vice-President/ Building Maintenance: Dennis Houg
Secretary/Event Coordinator: Pat Johnson
Treasurer: Betty McAllister
HGN Historian/Archivist/Publicist: Annette Houg
Project Director: Alan Johnson
Building Maintenance: Henry Kramp
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