HERITAGE GROUP NORTH
HGN is an all-volunteer non-profit organization dedicated to preserving community history and identity
through various projects, programs, and displays. Among HGN’s most visible works are the restored
railroad depot, the caboose, the historic fire-engine display, and HGN’s walking tours. If you enjoy history
and are supportive of community development, please consider donating or joining HGN. The modest
dues are $10 a year for general membership. HGN also seeks volunteers.
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NEW YEAR BRINGS ELECTION OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS AND
OFFICERS
Officers elected for 2018 include:
President: Dennis Houg
Vice President: Bev Kramp
Secretary/Treasurer: Agnes Farnam
New Board Members: Betty McAllister and Henry Kramp
Congratulations to the new officers and board members! They are
eager to work with all HGN members and the community to preserve
and share Pine River area history.

Happenings at the DEPOT
December 9th we viewed some of the footage
that John Rohr took over the years. It is always fun
to try recognize yourself or family in these films.
Watch for a “local spotlight” article about John
coming soon in our newsletter.

Lynda Weiss

LOCAL SPOTLIGHT – ARRIVED BY TRAIN 1916 !!!!!!!
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Mrs. Sorenson had a hot meal ready for them when we arrived at their farm located
on the edge of Norway Lake. Now the Pine River High School football field is part of
that farm.
Early the next day, they went to see the place he had bought two miles northeast of
Pine River from a Mr. Curry. Three small rooms but a big unpainted barn with a
huge hayloft.
The horses were shipped by freight train which arrived later with the household
goods, including a fancy coal burning heater. They soon learned the coal burning
heater was no good for burning wood and had to buy an airtight wood burner. They
also had a Maxwell car which Opal believed was illegally hidden in the freight car
under much stuff. August Sorenson rode in the freight car to care for the horses.

https://www.facebook.com
/pg/heritagegroupnorth

Opal’s brother Kenneth was only two weeks old when they made the move to Pine
River. In all there were seven children. Clifford, Ellsworth and Cora made their
homes in Iowa and California. Opal, Muriel (Buss), Kenneth and Harlan remained
in Pine River all their lives.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Opal has written letters and poetry all her life. She was a school teacher at age 18.
From time to time, we will try to include some of her writings in our newsletter.

WWW.HERITAGEGROUP
NORTH.ORG

Contact Us
Heritage Group North
P.O. Box 266
Pine River, MN 56474
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Now age 108 (yes 108!) Opal (Houg) Johnson arrived in Pine River by train with her
family at the age of six in 1916. They boarded the train in Iowa, changed trains in
St. Paul and Brainerd. It was 3 a.m. in cold November weather when they arrived in
Pine River. There was a team and sled waiting for them near the depot platform. It
was Mr. Nels Sorenson who had earlier invited their father (Marius Houg) to see the
country and a farm that was for sale.

OUR LOCAL RESORTS WERE A BIG PART OF HISTORY
Early Minnesota resorts played a big part in local development. Many travelers came by train to stay
at these resorts either for vacations or to acquaint themselves with the area. The history is difficult to
trace and the early ownership in some cases were people who came from other states (Kansas,
Colorado, etc.) and ran the resorts only in the summer months. Research indicates that in the 1940’s
there were as many as six resorts on Norway Lake.
Below is a brief history of one of them. We welcome any stories or pictures you may have to share
regarding local resorts.
The first photo shows Tamarack Lodge in 1909. Notice the tent next to the lodge. It is assumed that
rooms were rented out inside the lodge plus renting tenting space.
The owner at that time is unknown at present. In the 1920’s it was owned by J.W. and Carrie
Carpenter. It appears to have changed hands several times until Herman and Edna Milberg purchased
it in 1947 from Charles & Ethel Durden. The Milberg’s ran it until 1959 when Edna sold it to Robert &
Irene Patenaude.
The second picture is the lodge as it was in 1953. It shows the addition on the road side of the building
that had a kitchen and store area.
The third picture is from the 1960’s, Pat’s resort. During this time five of the six cabins were
modernized. This included indoor plumbing, hot water and showers. The lodge itself was insulated
and a bathroom added. The Patenaude’s were the first owners to live in the lodge year-round.
The lodge was torn down in 1989 after the resort was sold off in lots and the lodge was left
uninhabited for several years.

BEFORE E-MAIL, BEFORE TEXTING
Send your loved ones a telegram! Fill out your message and the telegraph
operator at the railway station will tap in the code and send to the appropriate
operator. They would print out the message and hand deliver it!
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Watch future newsletters for more articles on local residents, depot history
and memorabilia, photos and history of donated articles and much more!
FOUNDING BOARD
Douglas A Birk,
Historian; Alan
Johnson, President;
Alison Stephens.
Vice President; Pat
Johnson, Secretary
Treasurer; Amanda E.
Amy,
Greg Tollefsrud,John
Wetrosky

There will be no HGN Board Meetings in Feb. or March. You are welcome to join
us at the next meeting on April 5th, 6p.m. at the Depot

FUTURE GOALS AND NEEDS
We are working towards being able to display and share donated
objects and photos. To accomplish this, we are asking for donations in
various forms. Monetary donations are of course always needed. We
also invite you to let us know if you have time or talents to donate.
Specifically, we will be looking at building some display cases, doing
maintenance on the depot building, photo scanning, printing and
framing and help with future fundraising events.

If you would like to receive this newsletter by e-mail, please
send your e-mail address to heritagegroupnorth@yahoo.com
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